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• Lack of  consent education can make it hard t o eff ectively 
communicate during sexual activities and can lead to 
preventable harm.

• We were int erested in studying how MSU  students learn 
about consent, and how that influences theiruse of 
consent in their sexual experiences. 

•  According to RAINN , on college campuses over 13% of  
all students experience some f orm of sexual violence. 
This number increases f or f emale student s to 26.4%.

•  It is shown t hat sexual violence risk factor s are 
negatively associat ed with endorsement of act ive 
consent and positively correlat ed with endorsement of 
passive consent (Zinz ow, 2024) .

• 80.6% of respondents say  t hey received a formal sex ual 
education. 49% said they received a compr ehensive and 
inclusive sexual education.

• 79.9% of respondents say t hat cam pus hookup culture 
has an influence on the general public’s under st anding of 
consent.

• This study could benefit from a larger, more diverse 
sample siz e. 74.6% of  all respondents were college age 
girls enr olled in social science cour ses at MSU.

• G iven  t hat the majorit y of our  par ticipant s lear ned 
about  con sen t in school , it  would be impor tant for  
consent  edu cation to start  younger  t hrough form al sex 
educat ion in school s.
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CONCLUSION

OBJECTIVE
H ow do MSU students lear n about consent, and does that  

influence theiruse of consent in theirsexualexperiences?

METHOD
• Analyz ed n=105 journal st yle qualitative data set  

collective in sociology classes from Fall 2023 t o Spring 
2024, collected in Prior D r. P rior's Lab

• D ata was processed and coded par ticipant s experiences 
learning about sex and consent education 

• A sex education and sexual culture sur vey was created in 
collaboration wit h D r. Prior’s C ampus Sexual Cult ure Lab.

• The m ultiple choice and f ree r esponse answer s from  
n=299 responses were coded to create quantitative and 
qualitative dat a sets

• Questions focused on consent education as well as how 
it shapes participants' sexual exper iences
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• Michigan State U niversity  ( MSU ) students sampled 
primarily  learned about  consent through sexual 
education (77%) in school (n=68 participants)

• While (74. 38%) of par ticipant s talk about consent  
before engaging in sexual activities, slightly  more than 
1 in 4 (25.32%) MSU students in our sample reported 
not talking about or not knowing if  consent w as talked 
about beforehand, w hich can reduce sexual violence 
harm. 
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C urrent studies agree t hat  consent education should be a 
priority  in sex education (MacDougall, A., et al., 2020). 
Students have access to comprehensive sex and consent 
education thr ough social media, conventional media, porn, 
and YouTube cont ent . (G arwood C ross, L., et al., 2025) . Online 
sources mitigate the gaps due to gendered bias which is often 
present in sex  education curriculum (Javidi, H., et al., 2020). 

LITERATURE REVIEW

"C onsent means active 
and willing participation by 

both parties, completely  
free of mind-altering 

substance or coer cion"

"C onsent  is agr eeing to do 
something that can be 

revoked at  any moment and 
should be respected by all 

parties present."

These qu otes were  t aken fr om 
Fall 20 23 SOC 216 & 3 16

Sc an for 
R efere nces
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